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TIPS ON CLEAN BOATING ON TEXAS WATERWAYS

& BOAT SEWAGE:
Are we boating in a toilet?
Sewage waste discharged from boats may

l CLEAN WATER

degrade water quality by introducing disease-causing
microorganisms into the marine environment and
depressing oxygen levels as the sewage decays. Low
dissolved oxygen levels can result in fish kills. Shellfish
beds with a fecal coliform bacteria count of 14 per 100
milliliters of water must be closed. Waters with a count of
200 fecal coliform bacteria per 100 milliliters are closed
to swimming and other primary contact recreation
activities, which hurts tourism and deteriorates the

quality of life for all of us.

€D NO-DISCHARGE AREAS:
&) Dilution is not the solution.
Under the Clean Water Act, states may petition the

EPA to designate no-discharge areas where discharge
of all sewage, treated or not, is prohibited.

The EPA will usually not approve a no-discharge
area unless there are adequate pumpout facilities
available to mariners. Type Il MSDs are the only
type that can be used legally in a no-discharge areq,
and must be emptied at a pumpout station. Clear
Lake is currently the only no-discharge area on the
Texas coast. All inland freshwater lakes in Texas are

no-discharge areas.

‘; WHAT DO THE LAWS SAY?
QP What's the Poop?

State and Federal laws prohibit the discharge of
untreated sewage from boats on all Texas waterways,
including the coastal areas within three miles of the

shore. Boats with Type | and Il marine sanitation

devices (MSDs) may discharge treated effluent in

coastal waters unless they are in a no-discharge area.

Zl HOW DOES THIS
AFFECT ME?

Complying with vessel sewage discharge laws
and regulations, and using pumpout facilities are
necessary to protect water quality, public health and
the marine environment. Mariners are encouraged to
get ready for no-discharge areas all along the Texas
Gulf Coast by retrofitting their boats with holding
tanks. This may not seem fair to those who have done
the “right thing” earlier by installing a Type | or I
MSD, but the national movement toward designation
of no-discharge areas is changing the rules. If you
have a Type | or Il MSD, don’t discharge it while in
confined shallow waters, marinas, shellfish beds or
contact recreation areas. Use shoreside restrooms
before going out to sea and when docked or moored
in the harbor, and dispose of port-a-potty waste
properly on shore. Flip over this brochure for a list of

Texas pump out facilities.

bw. MARINE SANITATION
@)D pEvicEs

The Federal Clean Water Act requires that all boats
with an installed head have one of three types of
Coast Guard-approved marine sanitation devices
(MSDs) attached to the toilet.

Failure to comply can result in a $2,000 fine. Type
| and Il MSDs are flow-through systems that treat the
sewage using chemical, electrical and/or incineration
methods before discharging the waste overboard;
i.e., Lectra-San or Mircophor. A macerator pump is
not an MSD. Type lll MSDs are holding tanks that
store sewage on the boat. The waste is not treated in

a Type lll device, even if odor-reducing chemicals are
added. It is illegal to discharge or empty the contents
of your boat’s holding tank in U.S. territorial water
(within the 3-mile limit). Some boats are equipped
with a “Y”-valve that allows for the direct discharge
of raw sewage. This valve can only be used outside
the 3-mile limit. Coast Guard regulations require

that the “Y”-valve must be secured in the closed
position (by a padlock, non-releasable tie, removal
of the handle or other physical barrier) when the
boat is within three miles of shore. Boaters can be
fined for noncompliance. If you use a portable toilet,
remember it is illegal to dump it overboard. Use
shoreside facilities to empty it.

Vessels 65 feet and under may have any of the
three types of MSDs. Vessels over 65 feet must have a
Type Il or lll system. Type | and Il MSDs must bear a
U.S. Coast Guard certification label. Type Il systems
do not require a Coast Guard label.

SPECIAL NOTE: Waste treated by Type | and Il
MSDs is unhealthy for marine waters because (1)
chemical treatment often sanitizes only the outer
surfaces of waste clumps, (2) chemicals routinely
used in MSDs are harmful to sea life and water
quality (chlorine, formaldehyde, formaline, phenol
derivatives, ammonia compounds), (3) poorly
maintained MSDs may not treat effluent to the
prescribed standards, and (4) even treated sewage
contributes nutrients and lowers dissolved oxygen
levels in water, lowering water quality for marine life.

Gy

A new law was passed in November 2010 that
requires owners of recreational boats to obtain a
decal from the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) under the Clean Water Certification
Program. The program is intended to protect and
improve the quality of water in Texas by requiring
boats located on any Texas waterway (including

coastal waters) to self-certify that their MSD has been
installed properly and will be operated to prevent the
discharge of sewage into Texas waters. The Clean
Water decal costs $15 and expires December 31

on every odd calendar year. For more information
about the Clean Water Certification Program, please
visit TCEQ's website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/
cleanwatercert.

-~ HEAD

MAINTENANCE

Every two months, add one quart of household
white vinegar to the head bowl and flush (dry
cycle) until vinegar disappears from the bowl. Let
the vinegar stand in the plumbing lines for 12 to 24
hours, then use the head as normal. Vinegar clears
the lines of salt and calcium which creates blockage.

Add half a cup of vegetable oil and flush until the
oil disappears from the bowl - allow to sit over night.
The oil helps lubricate the moving parts of your head.

When cleaning the head, never use chlorine
bleach, ammonia, pine oil products, formaldehyde,
phenol derivatives, paint or lacquer thinners or
solvents. These products are extremely damaging to
the lining of the sanitation hoses. Once these hoses
are damaged, odors can become a problem. Clean
the head with a mild household cleaning product.
Also, it is not necessary to use a special, expensive
marine toilet paper. An inexpensive single or dual ply
from a grocery store will work just fine. However, be
sure to use a minimal amount (three or four squares).
Do not dispose cigarette butts or feminine or safe sex
products in the head.

Never use a plunger to “unclog” your toilet! Marine
heads are equipped with special flapper and duck bill
valves to assist in pumping and evacuating effluent.
Plungers can damage these valves and make your
head inoperable.

FOLLOW THESE TIPS,
USE PUMP OUT
STATIONS AND HAVE
A GREAT TIME
BOATING ON TEXAS
WATERWAYS!
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